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A Fort Washington Way renovation in 2000 narrowed the gap between 
downtown and the riverfront.  

 

1998 2000 



An open 
space 

remains 
over the 
highway, 
causing 

separation 
between 

downtown 
and the 

riverfront. 



 
When Fort Washington Way was remodeled, pilings were placed in 
the ground with the intention of one day using them as supports for 
an elevated surface to be constructed over the highway that would 

close the remaining gap.  



Over the years, ideas have been generated for features and 
design of decking over Fort Washington Way.  
 

Decking was envisioned as part of the Central Riverfront 
Urban Design Master Plan prepared by Urban Design 
Associates in April 2000.  

Sharing Visions 



  

• Hargreaves Associates Concept Design for Fort Washington Way 
Decks in September 2001 - Physical models and digital graphic designs 
shared options for features on the decks. 

• Economics Research Associates (ERA) Decks report on December 7, 
2001. That report included market considerations and constraints, as well 
as those features that ERA thought would be most successful.  

• Parsons Brickerhoff Decking Over Fort Washington Way report on April 
10, 2002 -  various technical options for the decking structures. 

…Visions 



On August 4, 2007 American Institute of Architects (AIA) Cincinnati 
held a public design and envisioning workshop to explore the potential of 
covering Fort Washington Way with decks.  
Over eighty people participated in the session.  
Two development strategies emerged: 

•One strategy developed a plan that contained mostly open, green 
space.  
•The other strategy envisioned significant development on the majority 
of the blocks.  
The block directly north of the Freedom Center was conceived as 
mostly open space in both versions. 



Kids’ Visions 
Prior to the AIA public workshop, “Architecture By Children” (ABC) used 
the deck covers as the subject for their 2007 annual design program  
 
Over 2,000 Cincinnati area school children participated in designing  
the deck covers. Models of the designs were judged and displayed at the 
Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County. Winning entries were on 
display at the AIA workshop and several of the students participated in the 
AIA charrette. 



Fort Washington Way Today 
Though many exercises and reports have shared 

options for decking, to this point, there has been no 
clear single vision of what this decking area will look 

like and how it will be used. A specific design and 
projected cost are needed before we can move the 

project forward. 



 
 
 
Establishing The Vision 
The City of Cincinnati is opening a community conversation to 
identify what the decks over Fort Washington Way will be; how 
we will Connect the Blocks Over Fort Washington Way. 

To facilitate this process, the City is inviting public input and is 
hosting a national, open competition for architecture, 
engineering and landscape design professionals to design the 
decks and structural features that will cover the area over Fort 
Washington Way. 

 



The Partners 
  
•  City of Cincinnati 
 
•  Mark McKillip - professional advisor 
 
•  John Deatrick - technical advisor 
 
•  Design evaluation committee 
 
•  Non-profit organization: Architectural Foundation of Cincinnati, Inc. 
 

• Civic advocates: Craig Maier, Frisch’s Restaurants President & CEO 
      and Richard Boehne, E.W. Scripps President & CEO  



Throughout the process, we are seeking involvement from 
authorities at federal, state and county levels: 
 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)  
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
Hamilton County Commissioners  
 
We also seek involvement from the public, local businesses, 
and from the Mayor and City Council. 



Competition Process:  
 

1. Definition of the Program 
 Community input – public 

meetings and online survey 
 Support and input from local 

businesses 
 
 

 



2. Design Competition Call for Entries –  
 open to architecture, engineering and 

landscape design professionals 
 

3. Initial review of design proposals by the 
evaluation committee 



4. Technical review of 10-15 promising designs 
 

5. Selection of 3 – 5 finalists. Each of those 
finalist teams is targeted to receive a $50,000 
stipend.  
 

6.  Further design development by finalists 



 

6. Public review and comment of finalist designs – Display 
at AFC Gallery, 811 Race St. 
 

7. Selection of winning design by jurors 
 

8. The winning design will bring focus to Cincinnati’s vision 
for the decks, helping move the vision toward reality. 



Examples and Inspiration 

Decking over highways has been successful in 
many other locations throughout the county. 

For example… 



Freeway Park at Seneca 
Seattle, WA 

Park space in an urban setting 



I-90 Mercer Island Lid  
Washington State 

Green space to enhance the landscape 



Lytle Tunnel 
Cincinnati 

Park space over the highway tunnel 



Klyde Warren Park 
Dallas, Texas 

Public gathering space in the city 



I-670 Cap  
in Columbus, Ohio 

Retail development over the highway 



Millennium Park 
in Chicago, Illinois 

A destination to enjoy public art and concerts 



Cincinnati’s Blank Canvas 
What do you want to see? 
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